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INTRODUCTION 


Purpose 


This report was prepared in response to requests for enrolment data 
to deal with current policy concerns of the Ministry and the 
institutions. One such concern was to determine the possible changing 
demands due to shifts between part-time and full-time enrolment. It was 
felt that data which showed patterns in enrolment by institution and the 
demographic characteristics of students, at various program levels within 
the universities, colleges, and private trade schools could be used to 
help assess the possible impact on the system of emerging trends. 


It is hoped that a regular series of enrolment reports will be 
produced. These should meet the current and ever-changing needs for 
management information. For this reason, the content and organization of 
the present report should not be considered as a model for future 
reports. 


Scope and content 


This report includes enrolment data, both part-time and full-time, 
for the universities, Ryerson, Ontario College of Art, colleges of 
applied arts and technology, the Ontario Agricultural Colleges, and the 
registered private vocational schools. 


Analysis is provided by institution, sex, age, legal status, 
province of residence and country of citizenship. 


It should be noted that enrolment data particularly where 
demographic characteristics are involved, are generally reported as of 
the Fall term. This is the only period for which the demographic data 
required for analysis are available. 


Unless otherwise specified, all statistics are based on student head 
counts, as of the specified count dates. Course registrations are 
employed when head counts are unavailable. 


The basic enrolment data are reported for five academic years, 1974 
through 1978. Demographic background data required for analysis have not 
been regularly reported over this time span for other than universities 
and post-secondary programs in the colleges of applied arts and 
technology. For this reason, demographic analyses are limited to 
university programs, excluding Ryerson and the Ontario College of Art, 
and post-secondary programs in the colleges. 


Source and method 
The data were compiled from the following files and records: 


1. University Affairs Reports (UAR) 

2. University Student Information System (USIS) . 

3. Combined USIS and UAR systems (in operation since 1977 only) 
4. Ontario College Information System (OCIS) 

5. Part-time Post-secondary Student Questionnaire Survey (PTSQ) 
6. College Affairs Branch Mid-Term Survey (CAB Mid-Term) 


A supplementary phone survey of individual institutions was employed 
when necessary to supplement existing data sources. 


In keeping with the purpose of the report, every effort has been 
made to ensure comparability and compatibility of the data between types 
of institutions and across the five-year time span. However, data are 
not strictly comparable in every area. The reader should refer to the 
footnotes attached to each table before drawing conclusions about 
differences and trends. 


Interpretation and limitations of the. data 


A number of characteristics and limitations should be kept in mind 
in interpreting and applying the data in this report. These arise 
because of the characteristics and limitations of the individual systems 
from which the data were derived and the problem of comparing data from a 
number of systems which are not strictly comparable in certain respects, 
including data element definition, reporting period, methods of data 
collection, processing, analysis, etc. 


University data 


1. Data are taken primarily from the USIS system, which is intended for 
Statistical use. Data are also included from the UAR system, which 
is intended for financial purposes. The classification of students 
between the undergraduate and graduate levels differs slightly 
between these two systems. 


2. All university reports are based on head counts as of November 1 
count date, for 1976, 1977 and 1978. The reporting date employed 
before 19/76 is December l. 


3. Enrolment data for all universities include affiliated colleges where 
applicable. 


4. For all tables reporting enrolment by the demographic characteristics 
of the students, data were compiled from unrounded tabulations from 
the USIS file. To protect the anonymity of individual students, 
aggregated amounts were amended to show three for any number less 
than four. 


5. All tables reporting enrolment in part-time credit courses include 
enrolment in correspondence programs. 


6. Students in non-university diploma or certificate courses are 
included except in certain tables which provide data reported by the 
demographic characteristics of the students. In this case, they are 
always included for the years 1976 - 1978 only. Refer to footnotes 
for each table to ascertain whether they are included for earlier 
years. 


7. For all tables where data are reported by the demographic 
characteristics of the students, students enrolled at Dominican 
College and the Ottawa University affiliates of St. Paul and St. 
Augustine are not included before 19/77. These institutions did not 
submit data to USIS, from which these reports could be compiled. The 
number of students omitted is small compared with provincial totals. 
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College data 


l. 


Data in aggregated tables on full-time enrolment are based on head 

counts obtained from the College Affairs Branch Mid Term Survey (CAB 
mid-term) file. The reporting date for these data was November 1 for 
1976, 1977 and 1978. Before 1976, the reporting date was October 15. 


In tables where full-time student enrolments are reported by the 
demographic characteristics of the students, the data are obtained 
from the OCIS student file. 


Data have been taken from the most recent run available. Due to 
revisions in the file taking place throughout the year, the total 
enrolment for any one year varies slightly from report to report. 


Part-time enrolment reported at the aggregate level is based on 
course registrations accumulated between the summer count date (July) 
and the Fall count date (November 1 or October 15, before 1976). 


Accurate head count information is not available for post-secondary 
or non-post-secondary programs. For this reason, apparent changes in 
enrolment may be due, in part, to fluctuating patterns of course load 
carried by the student, rather than changes in the number of students 
being served. 


The percentage of total part-time registrations which are 
post-secondary in each year may be considerably underestimated using 
the data in this report because a higher proportion of part-time 
post-secondary course registrations occur after November 1. In 
addition, the percentage of total part-time registrations which are 
part-time post-secondary is also an underestimate of the percentage 
of total part-time activity which is part-time post-secondary 
activity because the average number of contact hours per course is 
higher in part-time post-secondary courses than in part-time 
non-post-secondary courses. 


Tables giving enrolment for part-time students reported by the 
demographic characteristics of the student are based on information 
derived from the part-time post-secondary student questionnaire 
administered in the colleges. This questionnaire was administered in 
the Fall. of teach yearn itromul 9/3. to lo 7. Data tor fall 19/78 reflects 
demographic patterns apparent in the fall 1977 data. Headcounts were 
derived from actual course registration of fall 1978. Data in these 
tables are subject to certain limitations due to the sample survey 
method of collection. 


Ontario Agricultural College data 


eS 


Data for full-time enrolments were obtained from the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food. This Ministry does not collect data on 
part-time students. 


Data on part-time enrolment were obtained from informal telephone 
surveys conducted by the Information Resources Branch in 1975, 1976, 
1977 and 1978. No information was collected for 1974. 


3. The data are based on head counts taken in the first few weeks of the 
Fall term, rather than the November 1 count date used for college and 
university data. 


Private vocational schools data 


Data for statistical use were collected for the first time in 1976. 
In prior years only estimates were available. For years before 1978, 
data for full-time, part-time and home-study students were not collected 
separately and coverage of home-study students was probably only 
partial. 
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HIGHLIGHTS: INSTITUTIONAL TRENDS 


University and college enrolments, fall of 1978 
Full-time student enrolment in universities and colleges of applied arts 


and technology was approximately 240,000 in 1978. (See tables 1.1.1, 
Lede jc 2 oul earn cine ee) 


This enrolment was distributed as follows: 


es) 


Enrolment level 


University: full-time undergraduate: 58 
full-time graduate: 6 

Subtotal 64 

College: full-time post-secondary ZY 
full-time non-post-secondary 9 

Subtotal 36 

Total 100 


Part-time student enrolment‘!) in universities and colleges of 
applied arts and technology was approximately 235,600 in the Fall of 
L973 “Seely tabtesniiolac we ete. Vow ole) 


This enrolment was distributed as follows: 


Enrolment level he 

University: part-time undergraduate: 29 
part-time graduate: 5 

Subtotal 34 

College: part-time post-secondary 20 
part-time non-post-secondary 46 

Subtotal 66 

Total 100 


Total enrolment in Ontario colleges and universities (full-time and 


part-time students) was slightly less than one-half million in the Fall 
of 1978 or about 5.6 per cent of the Ontario population 2), 


(1) Statistics on part-time enrolment in the colleges are estimated from 
course registrations. A factor of 1.3 course registrations per 
student is used. 


(2) Population projections for Canada and the Provinces (1972-2001), 
Statistics Canada 91-514. Projection B gives total population of 8.5 
million. 


Trends in university enrolments, 1974-1978 


Total enrolment (full-time and part-time students) including Ryerson and 
Ontario College of Art, increased 5.6 per cent over the 5 year period 
between 1974 and 1978. (See table 1.1.5.) Much of this increase 
occurred in the early part of the period with a peak enrolment of 241,700 
in 1976. The last two years reported show small declines: 2 per cent in 
197 /mand detpe rt scentiin 197.3% 


Undergraduate Enrolment increased over the 5 year period for both 
full-time and part-time students. Full-time undergraduate enrolment 
peaked in 1976 at 145,100 while part-time undergraduate enrolment peaked 
lin 49) 3 ate OS 02.00% 


Overall increases for the 5 year period amounted to 4.7 per cent for 
full-time and 9.5 per cent for part-time students. (See tables 1.1.1, 
Leslise? 38) 


Full-time graduate enrolment decreased by 6./ per cent over the 5 year 
period. Graduate enrolment dropped to 15,400 in 1978, from a peak of 


17% 7OOtA 0919751.) (CSeentablexiwied'. }) 


Part-time graduate enrolment increased by 12.9 per cent over the 5 year 
period to 12,127 in 1978 with a small decline of 1.7% between 1977 and 


197 Seem(Seeitabler ladies) 


Trends in college enrolments, 1974-1978 


Total Enrolment is made up of full-time students enrolled in both post- 
secondary and non-post-secondary programs as well as students registered 
on a part-time basis in these program areas ° 


Total full-time enrolment in the colleges including both post-secondary 
and non-post-secondary programs increased 17.0 per cent over the five 
year period from 73,216 in 1974 to 85,684 in 1978. (See tables 1.2.1, 
Pi2e25) 


Total part-time registrations for both post-secondary and non-post- 
secondary areas increased by 43.1 per cent in the same period from 
1407056 in 1974+ toeZ019845. in8197See Gee tables ie2s3.) 


Full-time post-secondary enrolment increased by 17.9 per cent from 54,978 
in 1974 to a total of 64,813 in 1978. The growth rate was between 4 and 


6 per cent for all years except between 1975 and 1976 when it was less 
than’1] per cent. “(Seé‘table 1.2.1.) 


Part-time post-secondary course registrations also increased over the 5 


year period. The increase was 3.5 per cent. The part-time enrolment in 
the post-secondary area as a percentage of total part-time college 
enrolment has, however, been declining slightly since 1974. (See table 
Leraoe) 


(3) Direct comparisons between full-time and part-time enrolments in the 
colleges depend on estimates of part-time enrolment derived from 
course registrations. (See footnote (1).) 
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Full-time non-post-secondary enrolment (including both adult training and 
apprenticeship) increased by 14.4 per cent between 1974 to 1978. 


There was an increase in enrolment in apprenticeship programs over the 5 
year period of 32 per cent. The enrolment dropped for the first time in 
1978 (3.27% under the 1977 level). 


The increase in enrolment in adult training programs for the period was 
12 per cent. The enrolment peaked in 1975, 17,900, dropped slightly to 
17,300 in 1977 and increased again to 17,824 in 1978. (See table 
be2ole) 


Part-time non-post-secondary course registrations, (including general 


interest courses and occupational courses) increased consistently over 
the 5 year period more rapidly than in any other area reported. 
Registrations were 83,200 in 1974 and 142,000 in 1978, an increase of 71 
per cent. 


Increases in enrolment in occupational courses accounted for the greatest 
proportion of this increase, from 39,000 in 1974 to 85,500 in 197/78, an 
increase of 119 per cent for this subgroup. 


The increase in enrolment for general interest courses was 28 per cent, 
ranging from 44,200 in 1974 to 56,500 in 1978. The enrolment in these 
courses went through a period of decrease and minimal growth in 1975 and 
1976. “CSee tablewie2 3.) 


HIGHLIGHTS: DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS 


Sex 


The proportion of women enrolled in colleges and universities, (including 


both part-time and full-time) has increased over the period from 1974 to 
Von  OCe eLaDIeS 26 lel, sleZe le) 


The increase in the proportion of women enrolled in the universities, was 


14 per cent, from 90,000 women enrolled in either part-time or full-time 
programs in 1974 to 102,200 women in 1978. 


The pattern of growth was steady throughout the period; females accounted 
for 43.8 per cent of total students in 1974 and for 47.7 per cent in 
1978. The increase in female enrolment is most apparent in graduate 
programs. In part-time graduate programs, it has increased from 24.6 in 
1974 to 35.2 per cent in 1978. The percentage of females is higher than 
males in part-time undergraduate programs. In 1978 it was 60.6 per cent. 
(See ‘table: 2.1.1.) 


The increase in the proportion of women for the colleges was 24.6 per 
eent, from a total, of 46,500 full-time and: part-time “in 19/74 “to 57,952 in 


1978. As in the case of universities the pattern of growth of women in 
the colleges has been more rapid for part-time enrolment than for 
full-time, ranging from 46 per cent female in 1974 to 55.0 per cent 
female in 1978. The percentage of females in full-time post-secondary 
programs is higher than the percentage of males. In 1978 it was 52.8 per 
Gent, fup, from 5.1.4 sper icent,,in. 1974 ..(See -table 2. 2.1.,) 


Age 


The age distribution of students over the five year period from 1974 to 


1978 shows little change for either the universities or the colleges. 
(Se@itables. 2edset2: p20 Aordje) 


Legal status 


The proportion of,Canadian.citizens «and.banded immigrants enrolled 


full-time in the universities in 1978 was 93.4 per cent of total 
full-time student enrolment, including both undergraduate and graduate 
programs. This proportion has been almost constant since the Fall of 
1974. In numerical terms there has been an increase from 127,200 in 1974 
Porls4,5000in 1978. (See table 2.11.32) 


The proportion of Canadian citizens and landed immigrants enrolled in the 


colleges as full-time students in post-secondary programs was 97.8 per 
cent in 1978. This proportion has increased only slightly from 94.9 per 
cent in 1974. The change corresponds to a numerical increase of Canadian 
citizens and landed immigrants from 51,700 in 1974 to 62,000 in 1978. 
(See stable y262 a3) 


The proportion of foreign students enrolled as either full- or part-time 


students in the universities in 1978 was 5.0 per cent of total university 
enrolment, including both undergraduate and graduate programs. This 
proportion has increased from 3.2 per cent in 1974. The change 


17 


18 


corresponds to an increase in the number of foreign students from 6,500 
in LOS .€0° 10 9700" ine 1978.1 oC See “table 201. 3.) 


The proportion of foreign students enrolled either full- or part-time in 
college post-secondary programs in 1978 was 1.7/7 per cent of total 
post-secondary Saree cay This proportion has declined since the 
Fall of 1975 when it stood at 2.9 per cent. The change corresponds to a 


decrease in foreign student enrolment from 2,800 in 1975 to 1,800 in 
1978. 


Data on foreign students are not available for non-post-secondary college 
programs. 


Province of residence 


The proportion of Canadian citizens and landed immigrants in either 
undergraduate or graduate programs (full-time and part-time) in the 


universities in 1978 who were Ontario residents was 91.4. 


The only province outside Ontario which contributed appreciable numbers 
of students to university enrolment was Quebec. In 1978 enrolment of 
Quebec residents in all university programs was 4.2 per cent of Canadian 
students and landed immigrants. This proportion was the same in 1974. 
The numbers of Quebec residents enrolled increased between 1974 and 1978 
by 4.4 per cent, compared with an increase of 9.0 per cent for Ontario 
residents... (Seer tableiZ51.5.) 


The proportion of Canadian citizens and landed immigrants in full-time 
post-secondary programs in colleges in 19/8 who were Ontario residents 


was 96.7 per cent. This proportion has been almost constant since 1974. 
There has been an increase in the number of Ontario residents enrolled in 
these programs from 49,700 in 1974 to 57,700 in 1978. 


As in the case in the universities, the only province outside Ontario 
which contributed appreciable numbers to full-time post-secondary college 
enrolment was Quebec. In 19/78 the enrolment of Quebec residents was 1.8 
per cent. This proportion decreased slightly from 2.2 per cent in 1974. 
In numerical terms Quebec residents enrolled decreased from 1,146 in 1974 
to 20 min = 1O7 34 


The percentage of Canadian citizens and landed immigrants resident in 
other countries and enrolled in full-time post-secondary programs was 
negligible, 225 in 1978. This number is down from a peak of 294 in 1975. 
(See table 2.2.5.) 


Data on province of residence are not available for either part-time 
post-secondary programs or full-time and part-time non-post-secondary. 


(4) Estimates based on College enrolments from part-time course 
registrations. Totals include “not reported”. 


Country of Citizenship 


Foreign students enrolled in either undergraduate or graduate programs in 
universities in 1978 are primarily from the U.K., U.S.A. and Hong Kong. 


Together they account for just over 50 per cent of all foreign students 


enrolled in 1978. This proportion has remained almost constant since 
1974. 


In 1978, 20.4 per cent of foreign students came from Hong Kong, 17.4 per 
eent trom U.Ke and, 13.2 per cent fromjU.S.A. (See table-261.4.) 


Foreign student enrolment in full-time post-secondary college programs in 
1978 was primarily from Hong Kong, Nigeria and Guyana. Together they 


accounted for over 44 per cent of all foreign students in 1978. These 
were distribued between Hong Kong 23.8 per cent, Nigeria 15.0 and Guyana 
509 per cent. i(See table’ 2.2.4.) 


These rank orders have remained almost constant since 1974. 


Data on country of citizenship are not available for part-time post- 
secondary programs or for non-post~secondary programs. 
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